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Pasture reader

1 Description of the innovation

The pasture reader is a system to measure the height and density of grass.

The system is mounted on top of the front mower. It is used when feeding fresh
grass in the stable to optimise intake and maximise milk production and economic
results. Because the data of the grassland is now clearly visible to the farmer, he
can adjust his grassland management accordingly, for example during fertilization.
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2 The approach

Strategy implementation

The strategy of the farmer is based on a flatter milk production curve of his
cows with a zero grazing system.

Achievements: Flatter milk production curve with zero grazing
Failures: High purchase costs

Constraints: A useful management tool

Results: Data to optimize the grassland management

Piet Jan Thibaudier

The farmer Piet Jan Thibaudier from the northern part of the Netherlands, in
the province Friesland, is feeding his cows with a zero grazing system. He
bought a pasture reader to
be able to mow every day
the right amount of fresh
grass for his cows.

The farmer who farms with
100 ha of permanent grass-
land and 195 dairy cows has
built the pasture reader on
his front mower and
measures exactly the

amount of grass. With the

use of light reflection, the density and the dry matter content of the grass are

determined.

More information:

° http://www.pasturereader.nl/

° https://www.facebook.com/PastureReader/

° http://veeteelt.nl/video/opbrengstbepaling-met-de-pasture-reader-bij-
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