Elmar Frank

180 hectares improvement of

grassland management

IMPLEMENTATION OF ROTATIONAL GRAZING SYSTEM ON DAIRY CATTLE PASTURES IN

ALPINE REGIONS
On the Laatscher Alm, at an altitude of 2,020-

2,350 metres a.s.|, rotational grazing is
implemented across 10 paddocks. 58 dairy
cows graze on the alpine pasture from the
beginning of June to the beginning of
September, covering  an area of
approximately 180 hectares. Minimal external
feed is given to the cattle during this period.
To make use of the whole growing season,
which has shifted forward due to climate
change, the farmer Elmar Frank consistently
advances the start of the grazing period each
year. This practice challenges the traditional
schedule for commencing and concluding the
summer alpine grazing season, setting it
apart from other dairy pastures in South
Tyrol.
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Early grazing ensures the optimal use of the
first protein-rich grass of the year. The
advantage of rotational grazing is that the
areas remain free of shrubs, leading to an
increase in grass density and more uniformly
grazed paddocks.

Despite a significant reduction of forage
supplementation in comparison to the
previous management, this approach not
only ensures a good milk yield but also
enhances the overall grass growth and
density.

Farmer Interview

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZsLv7ZXBCKk
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