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Optimal soil pH and sufficient levels of P, K
and minerals (soil fertility is important,
particularly for legumes) 

Persistence of sward composition
 

Additional costs (e.g., irrigation, reseeding of
herbs) 

Availability of water for irrigation 

Legal restrictions on irrigation 

Effects of spring versus autumn block
calving, e.g. on vitality of offspring and
cows, milk composition etc., in different
regions 

Optimal fodder management and adapted
cow breeds and pasture species for autumn
block calving systems in different regions 

In many cases, especially where milk
production is low(er), block calving in spring
could be preferred 

Further education for farmers
 

Strategic planning with milk industry 

Use breeds adapted to the region 



INVESTMENT COSTS

Total initial investment costs at start up: low

 Initial authorisation costs (e.g. sanitary, veterinary, etc.) mid

 Initial advisory costs  low

 Initial buildings and machineries low

 Initial certification costs low

 Initial working capital (personal qualification, marketing and promotion, etc.) low

ON-GOING COSTS

On-going advisory costs low

On-going certification costs low

On-going buildings and machinery costs low

On-going working capital low

BENEFITS RELATIVE TO ORIGINAL SYSTEM

Economic

Reduction in energy consumption (electricity; fuel consumption) none or low

Reduction in input use (fertilizers; pesticides; feed) etc. none or low

Payback period   high

Product value added none or low

Additional farm income through agroecological/agri-environmental payment schemes not applicable/not known

Environmental

Animal feed self-sufficiency increase mid

Biodiversity increase high

Improved nitrogen cycling high

Soil regeneration  high

Animal health and welfare improvement mid

Social

Workload reduction  none or low

Engagement of young generation none or low
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