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THE NETHERLANDS

FARMER INNOVATION
Karst-Jan Snip Pre-mowing as a method to increase fresh grass

intake in grazing systems
Video
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Requires significant time commitment and
appropriate equipment to be effective 

Can be costly in terms of labour, fuel,
machinery, and maintenance

The long-term effectiveness of this practice
in terms of grass utilisation and animal
performance per hectare needs to be
evaluated 

A comprehensive, multi-site experimental
approach is required to assess its broader
applicability, disadvantages and benefits 

This practice could be useful as a corrective
measure in grazing management (e.g.,
when a paddock is grazed too late or after
heading) 

Could be selectively employed when
needed 

Could be useful for managing undesirable
plants like docks 



INVESTMENT COSTS

Total initial investment costs at start up: low

 Initial authorisation costs (e.g. sanitary, veterinary, etc.) low

 Initial advisory costs  low

 Initial buildings and machineries low

 Initial certification costs low

 Initial working capital (personal qualification, marketing and promotion, etc.) low

ON-GOING COSTS

On-going advisory costs low

On-going certification costs low

On-going buildings and machinery costs mid

On-going working capital low

BENEFITS RELATIVE TO ORIGINAL SYSTEM

Economic

Reduction in energy consumption (electricity; fuel consumption) not applicable/not known

Reduction in input use (fertilizers; pesticides; feed) etc. none or low

Payback period   not applicable/not known

Product value added not applicable/not known

Additional farm income through agroecological/agri-environmental payment schemes not applicable/not known

Environmental

Animal feed self-sufficiency increase mid

Biodiversity increase not applicable/not known

Improved nitrogen cycling not applicable/not known

Soil regeneration  not applicable/not known

Animal health and welfare improvement not applicable/not known

Social

Workload reduction  not applicable/not known

Engagement of young generation not applicable/not known
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