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The agricultural societies belonging to the
heirs of Jerónimo Manzarra exploit an area of
1500 hectares, divided into two farms, one of
which has an irrigated area. In the rainfed
area, cereals are sown in the best areas and
the rest is made up of natural and sown
grassland, under a Montado agroforestry
system, with both cork and holm oaks. In the
irrigated areas, annual mixtures and cereals
are sown for forage production (hay and hay-
silage), as well as for grazing. The animals are
Alentejo, Mertolenga breeds and commercial
crossbred cattle. With the scarcity of water
and the corresponding upward trend in the
price of a cubic metre, there has been a need
to optimise the use of water in crops, 

opting for crops that are less demanding of
water, more rustic and therefore less costly.
In rainfed areas, parks are selected to apply
phosphate fertilisation, and other parks are
selected to seed permanent grasslands. 
In this way, it is possible to guarantee the
food independence of the farms, feeding the
animals with forage in times of greatest food
scarcity, and being able to use the
grasslands at their best production period.
The forage mixtures used are selected for
their rusticity and their ability to be cut and
grazed.

CEREAL PRODUCTION AND FORAGE PRODUCTION AS A PRODUCTIVE AND
ECONOMIC IMPROVEMENT TO ANIMAL FEED

Farmer Interview
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GBlpntHBSw&t=11s
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