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Grazing calendar, a structured schedule
for rotational grazing  +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ + +

Regular grass growth measurements to
track pasture productivity and adjust
grazing management accordingly 

+++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ + +

Visual detailed farm map on the office
white board for efficient planning and
communication 

+++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++

Very limited
transferability

Slightly limited
transferability

Generic information/not
relevant
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The need to convince farmers of the
importance of keeping track of the grazing
calendar and monitoring grass growth and
paddock conditions to respond effectively
to current situations 

Particularly challenging in Mediterranean
regions due to diverse vegetation types and
less consistent grass availability 

Various tools are available, ranging from
simple Excel sheets to specialized software.
The primary challenge lies in effective
transfer, adaptation, and adoption by
farmers. 

Numerous tools are available for cattle (e.g.,
grazing calendars, grass growth monitoring
systems) but they are less developed for
sheep farming. These tools need to be
adapted to sheep-specific references, such
as pre- and post-grazing heights. 

While methodologies for grass growth
evaluation exist (e.g., weekly visual
assessments or measurements with a
platemeter), adoption remains challenging
in areas with mixed vegetation types. 



INVESTMENT COSTS

Total initial investment costs at start up: low

 Initial authorisation costs (e.g. sanitary, veterinary, etc.) not applicable/not known

 Initial advisory costs  not applicable/not known

 Initial buildings and machineries not applicable/not known

 Initial certification costs not applicable/not known

 Initial working capital (personal qualification, marketing and promotion, etc.) not applicable/not known

ON-GOING COSTS

On-going advisory costs not applicable/not known

On-going certification costs not applicable/not known

On-going buildings and machinery costs not applicable/not known

On-going working capital mid

BENEFITS RELATIVE TO ORIGINAL SYSTEM

Economic

Reduction in energy consumption (electricity; fuel consumption) not applicable/not known

Reduction in input use (fertilizers; pesticides; feed) etc. high

Payback period   high

Product value added high

Additional farm income through agroecological/agri-environmental payment schemes not applicable/not known

Environmental

Animal feed self-sufficiency increase mid

Biodiversity increase not applicable/not known

Improved nitrogen cycling not applicable/not known

Soil regeneration  not applicable/not known

Animal health and welfare improvement not applicable/not known

Social

Workload reduction  mid

Engagement of young generation mid
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