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MEETING CHALLENGES WITH LAKESHORE GRAZING

280 hectares

improvement of grassland
management

Lars Eric Anderson and Ann-Charlotte Wallenhammar
run the Akerby manor with certified organic meat
production with 40 Angus suckler cows, and 100
animals in total. The farm has 200 ha arable land. The
most important resource for the animal production is
the 70 ha of pastures that stretch 4 km along a lake.
Grazing on these lands is a challenge. The water level
varies considerably from year to year.

Rain has big impact on the pastures and sometimes
the cattle must be moved to another place. The
nearby mountains increase the water level when
heavy rains occur. As a consequence, the pasture's
size varies. The pastures are at risk of being
overgrown or flooded so that the cattle cannot graze
there.

A dialogue with authorities involved in the support
systems has led to better understanding Flexible
support systems are desired. Agri-environmental
payments are important to be able to graze the
pastures.

One problem is that the local conditions change from
year to year while the requirements to be granted
agri-environmental payments are fairly strict.

There must be pastures on temporary grasslands as
a complement due to the fluctuating supply. The
farm grows timothy grass seed, and both regrowth
grazing and the straw are important complementary
resources.

The problem of fencing in the water is solved by
fencing when the water level is low, or from a boat.
Trees and shrubs must be controlled. Willow can only
be cleared when there is ice on the lake. Alder can be
cleared with stump grinder, it's an efficient but
expensive method. The cattle won't eat alder.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZ_bxlhYGSI

